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God Save The Queens  
by Kathy Iandoli 

An NPR Best Book of the Year 
"Without God Save the Queens, it is possible that the  
contributions of dozens of important female hip-hop artists 
who have sold tens of millions of albums, starred in  
monumental films, and influenced the direction of the culture 
would continue to go unrecognized." ðAllHipHop.com 
Canôt Stop Wonôt Stop meets Girls to the Front in this  
essential and long overdue history of hip-hopôs female  
pioneers and its enduring stars. 
Every history of hip-hop previously published, from Jeff 
Changôs Canôt Stop Wonôt Stop to Shea Serranoôs The Rap  
Yearbook, focuses primarily on men, glaringly omitting a thorough 
and respectful examination of the presence and contribution of the 
genreôs female artists.  For far too long, women in hip-hop have 
been relegated to the shadows, viewed as the designated ñFirst 
Ladyò thrown a contract, a pawn in some beef, or even worse. But 
as Kathy Iandoli makes clear, the reality is very  
different. Today, hip-hop is dominated by successful women such 
as Cardi B and Nicki Minaj, yet there are scores of female artists 
whose influence continues to resonate.  God Save the 
Queens pays tribute to the women of hip-hopðfrom the early 
work of Roxanne Shante, to hitmakers like Queen Latifah and 
Missy Elliot, to the superstars of today. Exploring issues of  
gender, money, sexuality, violence, body image, feuds,  
objectification and more, God Save the Queens is an important 
and monumental work of music journalism that at last gives these 
influential female artists the respect they have long deserved. 

Music Is History by Questlove 

Music Is History combines Questloveôs deep 
musical expertise with his curiosity about his-
tory, examining America over the past fifty 
years. Focusing on the years 1971 to the pre-
sent, Questlove finds the hidden connections in 
the American tapestry.  A history of the last half-
century and an intimate conversation with one of 
musicôs most influential and original voices,  
Music Is History is a singular look at  
contemporary America.  

Yes Yes YôAll: Oral History of Hip-Hopôs 
First Decade by Jim Fricke, Charlie  
Anhearn, The Experience Music Project 
 
An account of the origins of hip-hop music as presented by its 
founders and stars traces the work of such performers as DJ 
Kool Herc, Grandmaster Flash, and DMC.  
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Queer Voices in Hip-Hop 
by Lauron J. Kehrer 
Notions of hip hop authenticity, as expressed 
both within hip hop communities and in the 
larger American culture, rely on the  
construction of the rapper as a Black,  
masculine, heterosexual, cisgender man who 
enacts a narrative of struggle and  
success.  In Queer Voices in Hip Hop, Lauron 
J. Kehrer turns our attention to openly queer 
and trans rappers and positions them within a 
longer Black queer musical lineage.   
Combining musical, textual, and visual  
analysis with reception history, this book  
reclaims queer involvement in hip hop by  
tracing the genreôs beginnings within Black 
and Latinx queer music-making practices and 
spaces, demonstrating that queer and trans 
rappers draw on Ballroom and other cultural 
expressions particular to queer and trans  
communities of color in their work in order to 
articulate their subject positions. By centering 
the performances of openly queer and trans 

artists of color, Queer Voices in Hip Hop reclaims their work as essential to the 
development and persistence of hip hop in the United States as it tells the story 
of hip hopôs queer roots.  

Also recommended: 

Shine Bright 
by Danyel Smith 

 
A weave of biography, criticism, and  
memoir, Shine Bright is Danyel Smithôs 
intimate history of Black womenôs music as 
the foundational story of American pop. 
Smith has been writing this history for 
more than five years. But as a music fan, 
and then as an essayist, editor (Vibe,  
Billboard), and podcast host (Black Girl 
Songbook), she has been living this history 
since she was a latchkey kid listening to 
ñMidnight Train to Georgiaò on the family 
stereo.  Smithôs detailed narrative begins 
with Phillis Wheatley, an enslaved woman 
who sang her poems, and continues 
through the stories of Mahalia Jackson, 
Dionne Warwick, Aretha Franklin, Gladys 
Knight, and Mariah Carey, as well as the 
under-considered careers of Marilyn 
McCoo, Deniece Williams, and Jody  
Watley.   Shine Bright is an overdue paean 
to musical masters whose true stories and 
genius have been hidden in plain sightð
and the book Danyel Smith was born to 
write.  

Home Girls Make Some Noise 
edited by Gwendolyn D. Pough 
 

Home Girls Make Some Noise: Hip Hop Feminist 
Anthology seeks to complicate understandings of 
Hip-Hop as a male space by including and  
identifying the women who were always involved 
with the culture. The anthology explores Hip-Hop 
as a worldview, as an epistemology grounded in 
the experiences of communities of color under 
advanced capitalism, as a cultural site for  
rearticulating identity and sexual politics. With  
critical essays, cultural critiques, interviews,  
personal narratives, fiction, poetry, and artwork. 
The contributors are varied, from women working 
within the Hip-Hop sphere, Hip-Hop feminists and 
activists "on the ground," as well as scholars,  
writers, and journalists.  
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On The Come Up by Angie Thomas (fiction) 

#1 New York Times bestseller Ŀ Seven starred reviews Ŀ Boston Globe-Horn 
Book Award Honor Book  Sixteen-year-old Bri wants to be one of the greatest  
rappers of all time. Or at least win her first battle. As the daughter of an underground 
hip hop legend who died right before he hit big, Briôs got massive shoes to fill. But itôs 
hard to get your come up when youôre labeled a hoodlum at school, and your fridge 
at home is empty after your mom loses her job. So Bri pours her anger and  
frustration into her first song, which goes viral . . . for all the wrong reasons. Bri soon 
finds herself at the center of a controversy, portrayed by the media as more menace 
than MC. But with an eviction notice staring her family down, Bri doesnôt just want to 
make itðshehas to. Even if it means becoming the very thing the public has made 
her out to be. Insightful, unflinching, and full of heart, On the Come Up is an ode to 
hip hop from one of the most influential literary voices of a generation. It is the story 
of fighting for your dreams, even as the odds are stacked against you; and about 
how, especially for young black people, freedom of speech isnôt always free. 

I Am Restored by Lecrae 
 
When the challenges you've faced threaten to destroy your life, how do you 
find your way back to the truths you thought you believed? 
 
I Am Restored tells the untold story of how Lecrae's past nearly ruined his future--
until he learned that the wounds we carry can have the potential to be unlikely 
guides to healing and freedom for ourselves and others. Throughout I Am Restored, 
Lecrae documents the shattering yet hopeful story of how he faced the scars of his 
past--sexual abuse, physical trauma, addiction, and depression--and emerged more 
fully human than ever before. With remarkable transparency and vulnerability, 
Lecrae reveals that at the height of his professional success, his life was spinning 
out of control, driven by a past that he had never confronted and a religious  
perspective that was incapable of meeting the challenge. I Am Restored takes an 
unflinching look at the personal and public spaces that are too often at the societal 
core of our pain and heartache--culture, politics, family, church, and more--and 
teaches us that forgiveness can be the birthplace of the life that God has created for 
us. Throughout this powerful, deeply personal account, Lecrae shares the life  
lessons he's learned. I Am Restored is a hopeful, inspiring charge to start your  
journey to lasting healing today. No matter what your past has held, God is near you, 
he hears you, and he's not done writing your story. 

Major Labels by Kelefa Sanneh 
An epic achievement and a huge delight, the entire history of popular music over 
the past fifty years refracted through the big genres that have defined and  
dominated it: rock, R&B, country, punk, hip-hop, dance music, and pop. 
Kelefa Sanneh, one of the essential voices of our time on music and culture, has made a 
deep study of how popular music unites and divides us, charting the way genres  
become communities. In Major Labels, Sanneh distills a careerôs worth of knowledge 
about music and musicians into a brilliant and omnivorous reckoning with popular  
musicðas an art form (actually, a bunch of art forms), as a cultural and economic force, 
and as a tool that we use to build our identities. He explains the history of slow jams, the 
genius of Shania Twain, and why rappers are always getting in trouble.  Sanneh shows 
how these genres have been defined by the tension between mainstream and outsider, 
between authenticity and phoniness, between good and bad, right and wrong.  
Throughout, race is a powerful touchstone: just as there have always been Black  
audiences and white audiences, with more or less overlap depending on the moment, 
there has been Black music and white music, constantly mixing and separating. Sanneh 
debunks cherished myths, reappraises beloved heroes, and upends familiar ideas of 
musical greatness, arguing that sometimes, the best popular music isnôt transcendent. 
Songs express our grudges as well as our hopes, and they are motivated by greed as 
well as idealism; music is a powerful tool for human connection, but also for human  
antagonism. This is a book about the music everyone loves, the music everyone hates, 
and the decades-long argument over which is which. The opposite of a modest  
proposal, Major Labels pays in full.  
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Contact High: A Visual  
History of Hip-Hop 
by Vikki Tobak 

The perfect gift for music and photography 
fans, an inside look at the work of hip-hop 
photographers told through their most  
intimate diariesðtheir contact sheets.   
Featuring rare outtakes from over 100  
photoshoots alongside interviews and essays 
from industry legends, Contact High: A Visual 
History of Hip-Hop takes readers on a chrono-
logical journey from old-school to alternative hip-
hop and from analog to digital photography. The 
ultimate companion for music and photography  
enthusiasts, Contact High is the definitive  
history of hip-hopôs early days, celebrating the 
artists that shaped the iconic album covers,  
t-shirts and posters beloved by hip-hop fans  
today. 

She Begat This 

by Joan Morgan 
 

An NPR 2018 Great Read 

Celebrate the twentieth anniversary 

of the acclaimed and influential  

debut album The Miseducation of 

Lauryn Hill with this eye-opening and 

moving exploration of Lauryn Hill 

and her remarkable artistic legacy. 

 

Released in 1998, Lauryn Hillôs first solo 

album is often cited by music critics as 

one of the most important recordings in 

modern history. Artists from Beyonc® to 

Nicki Minaj to Janelle Mon§e have 

claimed it as an inspiration, and it was 

recently included in the National  

Recording Registry by the Library of  

Congress, as well as named the second 

greatest album by a woman in history by 

NPR (right behind Joni Mitchellôs Blue). 

Award-winning feminist author and  

journalist Joan Morgan delivers an  

expansive, in-depth, and heartfelt analysis 

of the album and its enduring place in pop 

culture. She Begat This is both an  

indelible portrait of a magical moment 

when a young, fierce, and determined 

singer-rapper-songwriter made music  

history and a crucial work of scholarship, 

perfect for longtime hip-hop fans and a 

new generation of fans just discovering 

this album.  

Lady Sings The Blues 

by Billie Holiday 
Taking the reader on a fast-moving journey 
from Billie Holidayôs rough-and-tumble  
Baltimore childhood (where she ran errands 
at a whorehouse in exchange for the chance 
to listen to Louis Armstrong and Bessie Smith 
albums), to her emergence on Harlemôs club 
scene, to sold-out performances with the 
Count Basie Orchestra and with Artie Shaw 
and his band, this revelatory memoir is  
notable for its trenchant observations on the 
racism that darkened Billieôs life and the  
heroin addiction that ended it too soon.  
We are with her during the mesmerizing debut 
of ñStrange Fruitò; with her as she rubs  
shoulders with the biggest movie stars and 
musicians of the day (Bob Hope, Lana Turner, 
Clark Gable, Benny Goodman, Lester Young, 
Coleman Hawkins, and more); and with her 
through the scrapes with Jim Crow, spats with 
Sarah Vaughan, ignominious jailings, and tragic decline. All of this is told in Holi-
dayôs tart, streetwise style and hip patois that makes it read as if it were written 
yesterday.  

Decoded  by Jay-Z 
 
Decoded is a book like no other: a 
collection of lyrics and their meanings 
that together tell the story of a culture, 
an art form, a moment in history, and 
one of the most provocative and suc-
cessful artists of our time. 
 
Praise for Decoded 
 
ñOne of a handful of books that just 
about any hip hop fan should own.òð
The New Yorker 
 ñA riveting exploration of Jay-Zôs jour-
ney . . . So thoroughly engrossing, it 
reads like a good piece of cultural 
journalism.òðThe Boston Globe  
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Dilla Time 
by Dan Charnas 
Equal parts biography,  
musicology, and cultural  
history, Dilla Time chronicles the 
life and legacy of J Dilla, a  
musical genius who transformed 
the sound of popular music for 
the twenty-first century. 
 
He wasnôt known to mainstream  
audiences, even though he worked 
with renowned acts like DôAngelo and 
Erykah Badu and influenced the  
music of superstars like Michael 
Jackson and Janet Jackson. He died 
at the age of  thirty-two, and in his 
lifetime he never had a pop hit. Yet 
since his death, J Dilla has become a 
demigod: revered by jazz musicians 
and rap icons from Robert Glasper to 
Kendrick Lamar; memorialized in 
symphonies and taught at  
universities. And at the core of this 
adulation is innovation: a new kind of 
musical time-feel that he created on 
a drum machine, but one that 
changed the way ñtraditionalò  
musicians play.  In Dilla Time, Dan 
Charnas chronicles the life of James 
DeWitt Yancey. This is the story of 
the man and his machines, his  
family, friends, partners, and celebrity 
collaborators. Culled from more than 
150 interviews about one of the most 
important and influential musical  
figures of the past hundred 
years,   Dilla Time is a book as  
delightfully detail-oriented and unique 
as J Dillaôs music itself.  

Canôt Stop Wonôt Stop by Jeff Chang 
Can't Stop Won't Stop is a powerful  

cultural and social history of the end of 

the American century, and a  

provocative look into the new world 

that the hip-hop generation created. 

 

Forged in the fires of the Bronx and  

Kingston, Jamaica, hip-hop became the 

Esperanto of youth rebellion and a  

generation-defining movement. In a  

post-civil rights era defined by  

deindustrialization and globalization,  

hip-hop crystallized a multiracial,  

polycultural generation's worldview, and 

transformed American politics and culture. 

But that epic story has never been told 

with this kind of breadth, insight, and style. 

 

Based on original interviews with DJs, b-boys, rappers, graffiti writers, activists, 

and gang members, with unforgettable portraits of many of hip-hop's  

forebears, founders, and mavericks, including DJ Kool Herc, Afrika  

Bambaataa, Chuck D, and Ice Cube, Can't Stop Won't Stop chronicles the 

events, the ideas, the music, and the art that marked the hip-hop generation's 

rise from the ashes of the 60's into the new millennium.  

The Hip Hop Warsð  
by Tricia Rose 
 
Hip hop is a distinctive form of black 
art in America-from Tupac to the  
Pulitzer Prize-winning Kendrick  
Lamar, hip hop has long given voice 
to the African American experience. 
As scholar and cultural critic Tricia 
Rose argues, hip hop, in fact, has  
become one of the primary ways we 
talk about race in the United States.  
But hip hop is in crisis. For years, 
the most commercially successful 
hip hop has become increasingly 
saturated with caricatures of black 
gangstas, thugs, pimps, and hos. 

This both represents and feeds a problem in black American culture. Or 
does it? In The Hip-Hop Wars, Rose explores the most crucial issues  
underlying the polarized claims on each side of the debate: Does hip hop 
cause violence, or merely reflect a violent ghetto culture? Is hip hop  
sexist, or are its detractors simply anti-sex? Does the portrayal of black 
culture in hip hop undermine black advancement? A potent exploration of 
a divisive and important subject, The Hip Hop Wars concludes with a call 
for the regalvanization of the progressive and creative heart of hip hop. 
What Rose calls for is not a sanitized vision of the form, but one that more 
accurately reflects a much richer space of culture, politics, anger, and yes, 
sex, than the current ubiquitous images in sound and video currently  
provide. readers personal glimpses into her childhood, her life on tour, and 
more. A must-have for any fan.  
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Black Girl Magic by 
Mahogany L. 
Browne 

Black Girl, they say you 
ain't 'posed to be here.  
 
Much of what twenty-first  
century culture tells black girls 
is not pretty: Don't wear this; 
don't smile at that. Don't have 

an opinion; don't dream big. And most of all, don't love  
yourself. In response to such destructive ideas, internationally 
recognized poet Mahogany Browne challenges the  
conditioning of society by crafting an anthem of strength and 
magic undeniable in its bloom for all beautiful Black girls. She 
has travelled the world sharing her vision of Black Girl Magic, 
and now in collaboration with artist Jess X. Snow, presents her 
acclaimed tribute in a visual form. Black Girl Magic is a  
journey from girlhood to womanhood and an invitation to  
readers to find magic in themselves.  

The Come Up by Jonathan Abrams 
The music that would come to be known as hip-hop was born at a party in the Bronx 

in the summer of 1973. Now, fifty years later, itôs the most popular music genre in 

America. Just as jazz did in the first half of the twentieth century, hip-hop and its 

groundbreaking DJs and artistsðnearly all of them people of color from some of 

Americaôs most overlooked communitiesðpushed the boundaries of music to new 

frontiers, while transfixing the countryôs youth and reshaping fashion, art, and even 

language. And yet, the stories of many hip-hop pioneers and their individual  

contributions in the pre-Internet days of mixtapes and word of mouth are rarely 

heardðand some are at risk of being lost forever. Now, in The Come Up, the New 

York Times bestselling author Jonathan Abrams offers the most comprehensive  

account so far of hip-hopôs rise, a multi-decade chronicle told in the voices of the 

people who made it happen.  In more than three hundred interviews conducted over 

three years, Abrams has captured the stories of the DJs, executives, producers, and 

artists who both witnessed and themselves forged the history of hip-hop. Masterfully 

combining these voices into a seamless symphonic narrative, Abrams traces how 

the genre grew out of the 

resourcefulness of a neglected population in the South Bronx, 

and from there how it flowed into New York Cityôs other  

boroughs, and beyondðfrom electrifying live gatherings, then on 

to radio and vinyl, below to the Mason-Dixon Line, west to Los 

Angeles through gangster rap and G-funk, and then across  

generations. Abrams has on record Grandmaster Caz detailing 

hip-hopôs infancy, Edward ñDuke Booteeò Fletcher describing the 

origins of ñThe Message,ò DMC narrating his role in introducing 

hip-hop to the mainstream, Ice Cube recounting N.W.Aôs  

breakthrough and breakup, Kool Moe Dee recalling his  

Grammys boycott, and countless more key players. Throughout, 

Abrams conveys with singular vividness the drive, the stakes, 

and the relentless creativity that ignited one of the greatest  

revolutions in modern music. The Come Up is an exhilarating 

behind-the-scenes account of how hip-hop came to rule the 

worldðand an essential contribution to music history.  

Contact Us  

Give us a call for more information about these 

books and other library services and programs. 

Appoquinimink Library    302-378-5588 

Bear Library                   302-838-3300 

Brandywine Hundred Library 302-477-3150 

Claymont Library           302-798-4164 

Corbit-Calloway Library   302-378-8838 

Delaware City Library    302-834-4148 

Elsmere Library             302-892-2210 

Hockessin Library         302-239-5160 

Kirkwood Library           302-995-7663 

New Castle Library        302-328-1995 

Newark Free Library      302-731-7550 

Route 9 Library              302-657-8020 

Wilmington Library        302-571-7400 

Woodlawn Library          302-571-7425 

Visit us on the web at  
https://nccde.org/286/Libraries  

County Executive Matthew Meyer 
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